#cartadileuca.0
We, the young people coming from several European Countries and the Mediterranean area, 
these days gathered in the land of Apulia, after talking and walking together all night long towards a new dawn of peace, we ask those who rule over our peoples to do their best not to make the Mediterranean a sea of death for so many refugees who sail it for a better future, but let it become a sea of peace and unity among peoples, crossed by bridges of solidarity and cooperation, a sea that for its geographical position and cultural tradition could be enlivened by the waves of the meeting rather than menaced by the storms of war.     

We declare our will to preserve, rebuild and connect bridges among the Mediterranean Countries in a big Ark of Peace like a sort of humanitarian tipi for all the peoples descending from Abram’s family.  

The bridges to be preserved

We ask that the traditional cultural bridges made of hospitality, peaceful coexistence and unity in the difference may be protected and handed down to new generations! We have in common the Mediterranean culture which has always been able to link knowledge to experience, ideals to mutual respect and progress, to the protection the land, preserved with industry and accuracy. 

We ask that the bridges for free migration may be preserved! We are the children of wayfaring, for us the land is a common good to be shared, the right to dignity and peace is a good to be protected for everybody, the right to work is a good without differences or boundaries, the possibility of dreaming is a gift to be granted to everyone and to be realized together, so that no one will be a stranger any more but everybody will be recognised as a brother.    

The bridges to be rebuilt

We want the bridges of fear to be broken down and the bridges of fraternity to be built up! We ask – and we will commit ourselves to offer our support and cooperation – that politics of integration may be carried out in a rationale of conviviality in the difference, because our fathers, sailing for centuries the Mediterranean Sea, have shown us the enriching chance to exchange the mine and experience the ours: everybody will be enriched by sharing what makes each people and each person unique.  
We ask that the widening gap of globalized indifference may be bridged and globalized solidarity may be built up! We want solidarity to become a value universally recognised and granted among people and among countries. From Leuca we appeal to the nations to cooperate in a project of strategies enhancing the material and spiritual resources in a rationale of solidarity so that the richer will feel the responsibility of supporting the poorer in real terms.  
The bridges to be connected
We hope real bridges will be built among the national politics for the Mediterranean peace! We strongly ask to stop the arms trade and to realize microcredit actions and business exchanges for the young people who want to have a future in their countries without being compelled to emigrate. We hope that initiatives like humanitarian corridors for refugees will be increased to stop any kind of criminality that turns migration into shameful earnings.  

We dream that everyone may feel the need of becoming living bridges of peace, choosing to act in their daily life as peacemakers, like Don Tonino Bello who was a great prophet and witness to peace and tolerance.  

